INTRODUCTION
subdivided the New Zealand mainland (North, South, and Stewart Islands, plus nearby inshore islands) into 29 approximately equalsized areas, and defined two-letter codes for each. The codes and boundary definitions for these areas were provided on a separate, large map enclosed Received 8 September 1997; accepted 9 December 1997 with the journal issue. These areas were modified from the areas used as weather forecast districts by the New Zealand Meteorological Service, and their main purpose was to facilitate the arrangement, retrieval, and documentation of specimens in the New Zealand Arthropod Collection (NZAC). The codes have subsequently been used in other collections, for computer databases, and in publications as a convenient way of categorising specimen data.
We did not define area codes in 1976 for the outer islands-Kermadecs, Three Kings, Chathams, The Snares, Aucklands, Campbell, Antipodes, and Bounty-as each was a distinct unit not requiring to be subdivided. However, at the request of colleagues, we now define codes for them. The additional area codes are based on the first two letters of the island group name (e.g., AU for Auckland Islands). In addition, new codes are provided for the two main islands (North, South) and for New Zealand, primarily to assist the recording in computer databases of older specimens with imprecise locality information, and also for the Ross Dependency, Antarctica. Along with the new codes, we here reprint the original codes from Crosby et al. (1976) , in order to compile an updated and comprehensive listing herein, complete with maps (which have become separated from some library copies of the original journal).
It will now be appropriate for all specimens from the New Zealand subregion (Fig. 1 ) to have 'NEW ZEALAND' on their labels followed by an area code. For example, a specimen from Little Mangere Island in the Chathams could be labelled: line 1, "NEW ZEALAND, CH", line 2 (optional) "Chatham Is", line 3, "Little Mangere I." This will ensure that all NZAC specimens from all land areas constituting New Zealand are identified as having been collected in New Zealand.
AREA CODES FOR MAINLAND NEW ZEALAND
Abbreviations: I., Island; Is, Islands; L. Lake; Mt, Mount; R., River; Rd, Road; S.H., State Highway; Stm, Stream. If a locality is near a boundary of two areas, both codes should be given (e.g., Buller Gorge as BR/ NN). (Fig. 2 South Island (Fig. 3) RO Ross Dependency. The area 66 c 00'S to 90°00'S, and 160°00'E to 150°00'W. Includes Balleny Is (67°00'S, 164°00'E).
North Island
[Maungapohatu (38°35'S, 177°07'E), Te Rangaakapua (38°31'S, 177°12'E), Maungahaumi (38°18'S, 177°40'E), Arowhana (38°07'S, 177 o 52'E),Tamarere(38°05'S, 177°52'E), Kapau (37°59'S, 177°55'E), Honokawa (37°51'S, 177°59'E), Raukumara (37°46'S, 178°08'E), Pukeamaru (37°40'S, 178°15'E)], down
39°-

40°-
BR
queries the accuracy of the information stating that the specimen was from a locality in that area, since such a distribution does not appear to be correct on the basis of current knowledge.
USING AREA CODES FOR LOCALITIES WHICH ARE IMPRECISELY KNOWN
Locality information associated with some specimens, especially older ones, may be lacking, imprecise, or ambiguous, or it may appear to be incorrect on the basis of current knowledge. In such instances we propose that for specimens in NZAC a question mark (?) be used to indicate the doubtful status of the area code information, as follows.
A question mark after an area code, e.g., CH?, means that a specimen is suspected to be from that area although it is not certain from the locality information with the specimen. When used with "NO", "SO", and "NZ", the question mark means that the species is suspected to occur throughout the North Island, South Island, or New Zealand, respectively.
A question mark before an area code, e.g., ?CH,
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